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For the past 25 years, Henry Rollins has photographed the most desolate and inhospitable
corners of the Earth, and his powerful vision has been harnessed in this photographic essay.
Though he is known for the raw power of his expression, Rollins has shown that the greatest
statements can be made with the simplest of acts: to bear witness; to be present. This collection
is an invitation to do the same. The book pairs Rollins’ visceral photographs—taken in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burma, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Mali, Nepal,
North Korea, Northern Ireland, Saudi Arabia, Siberia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam—with
writings that provide context and political commentary and thereby magnify the impact of the
images. This is a visual testimony of anger, suffering, resilience in the face of tragedy, and the
quiet, stronger forces of healing, solidarity, faith, and joy.
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jaseagal1, “Occupants. In this book Henry Rollins made an attempt to document the results of
globalization. It seems that Rollins has been at this for a very long time and it shows in his work.
He burned some calories on this one. He has seen more places in the world than most people
have a chance to see. If you are familiar with his talking shows then you will recall some of his
stories as you look through these photographs. The photos in this book take you through the
Middle East, Central Asia, Africa, Ireland, China, Vietnam, and Cambodia. The country of where
the photo was taken is included on the page and in the table of contents (there were many
places that I didn't list). Some of these pictures should piss you off and disturb you. Not because
they have graphic content but because of the conditions that people live in certain places of the
world as a direct result of globalization and neo-colonialism. Some of the people in the photos
will leave you thinking for awhile. Strength is what ties all of these people together. Not only are
they surviving in harsh conditions but they are thriving. They are strong. What really makes this
book for me is the writing that goes along with each photo. Some people may accuse Rollins of
being unpatriotic or hating America because of the content of the writing. The writing may offend
if the reader is not willing to delve into a deeper and search for Rollins' meaning. Once the
reader examines the deeper meaning they will realize that he is a person that loves humanity
and wants to see things changed. The writing isn't necessarily a description of the photo. It is
more creative and sometimes reaches political commentary. It is pretty easy to see where he
stands politically with this writing. Most of it will move you and some of it will disturb you. I think
Rollins goal is to disturb you. He has seen all of this stuff and the writing is done as a way of
purging the emotions that go along with looking at the photos. I think he wants to open up the
world to us and get us to stand up for something. A bonus is the actual description of the photos
next to a miniature version of them in the back of the book.  This is a must have.”

Ben, “Great photobook and conversation piece. Henry rollins is a gifted musician, performer,
poet and photographer. His pictures of real world places really sparks conversations over the
human condition.”

G. Tinsley, “Phenomenal. This book is a tribute to Henry Rollins' best friend Joe Cole who
passed away in 1991, and is a phenomenal record of his travels across Asia, the Middle-East
and North-America. I was fortunate enough to have him autograph it last night during his Long-
March tour in Thunder Bay. Personally, Rollins has been a personal idol for two decades, and
continues to put on over 100 shows annually. An amazing book published by an amazing
individual.”

JB, “Provocative. Interesting collection of essays and photographs. Definitely not from the usual
travel destinations. The ideas expressed are thought provoking. Good read overall.”



MReyes, “Rollins doesn't disappoint. I've been a Henry Rollins fan since his Black Flag days.
Everything he does; he does with an unflinching honesty and this collection of photos with
commentary is no different. Simple, direct, humble beyond need, 'Occupants" is a candid
snapshot of our world.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Five Stars. raw and well executed”

John, “One book you won't be able to forget. When this came out I was really excited but there
was no way I could afford it at the time. In the end I was very pleased to get a copy through
Amazon. My first thought when I opened it was that it was quite thin for the price. Then I
remembered its a photography book and they always are.This was a tough (and I mean tough)
book for me to get through. In the main the photos are thought provoking and sometimes
disturbing. A few of them took me days to shake off. So once I'd flicked through the pictures I
went back and read the essays that accompany them. This is where the book really hits. Rollins
is one hell of a writer. There is no subtlety. He hits you like a brick. If you've been reading him a
while you know that over the years he has leaned towards talking about the military and war in
general and much of what I got from this book was an extension of that.This book hits me in the
same way that a film like Clockwork Orange hits me. I know its very well made. I can't take my
eyes off it but it doesn't mean I like it. This book will leave you thinking, bloody and confused. As
my Dad once said about Hubert Selby Jr's 'The Willow Tree' Some books HAD to be written.. it
doesn't mean it's easy to read them.I realise that this is a very confusing review. It's a confusing
book. I recommend it.”

Cassius, “With that in mind plus the great words of Henry Rollins. This is no pretty-photo-travel-
guide. With that in mind plus the great words of Henry Rollins, this is a great read. In your face as
always.”

The book by Henry Rollins has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 57 people have provided feedback.
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